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very important. I thank the gentleman
for his amendment.

Mr. GUTKNECHT. Mr. Chairman, I
yield 12 minutes to the gentleman
from Minnesota (Mr. KENNEDY).

Mr. KENNEDY of Minnesota. Mr.
Chairman, I rise today in strong sup-
port of this amendment offered by my
good friend, Mr. GUTKNECHT. This
amendment fixes a pay disparity cur-
rently affecting almost 400 Minnesota
National Guard, men and women, serv-
ing in Iraq. These members of the 1st
Platoon Bravo Company were pre-
viously on active duty in 2003, some in
Bosnia and some in Kosovo, and I was
pleased to be able to visit them with
Mr. GUTKNECHT.

However, unlike the soldiers that
served in Kosovo, the Bosnia contin-
gent is not eligible for the extra $1,000
a month incentive pay based on the cir-
cumstances of their mobilization.

This technicality will cost these sol-
diers and their families up to $7,000.
That is simply unfair and must be cor-
rected. That is why I support this
amendment which directs the Army to
fix this disparity so those who have
equally sacrificed for their country re-
ceive equality of pay.

Again, I thank Mr. GUTKNECHT for his
leadership on this issue.
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Mr. GUTKNECHT. Mr. Chairman, I
will be very brief.

I want to thank my colleagues from
Minnesota for helping to resolve this
inequity. I want to thank the gen-
tleman from Connecticut and my col-
leagues from Arkansas.

In the big picture, when we were
talking about spending hundreds of bil-
lions of dollars, $7,000 for these families
does not seem like a lot of money in
the big picture. But to those families,
$7,000 is extremely important. So I ap-
preciate your support tonight to make
certain that we have equity and create
a solution for this problem that is fair
to all of the folks who are proudly serv-
ing us in uniform wherever in the
world, but particularly in Iraq.

Mr. PETERSON of Minnesota. Mr. Chair-
man, | rise today to support the Gutknecht
amendment along with my fellow MN Col-
leagues.

In January these soldiers wrote to me and
every member of the MN delegation asking for
help. And | believe as their representatives we
have an obligation to address their concerns.

This amendment will correct a technicality
that is affecting 400 Minnesota National
Guardsmen who are now serving in Irag. And
who knows how many other hundreds or even
thousands of reservists all over the country
have fallen victim to a similar technicality .

Most of these soldiers had previously
served on active duty in 2003, some in Bosnia
and the others in Kosovo. The two groups
were activated by different orders and now
both of these groups are activated together
under the same order in Iraq.

The soldiers who served in Bosnia are not
eligible for the extra $1,000 per month in in-
centive pay because their tours cannot be
added together due to a mere technicality.
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This issue is about fairness. Unless some-
thing is done to change this Army policy,
these soldiers and their families will lose out
on $6,000 to $7,000 in extra pay. They are
making a huge sacrifice for our country and
this is the least we can and should do for
these men and women.

Mr. RAMSTAD. Mr. Chairman, | rise today
in strong support of this important amendment,
which seeks to end a pay disparity for our
brave men and women who are serving in
harm’s way.

Today, Mr. Chairman, Minnesota National
Guard troops are serving in the War on Terror
in Afghanistan and Irag, with more than 3,000
citizen soldiers recently called to service in
support of Operation Iragi Freedom.

As my colleague has previously explained,
at least 400 of these 3,000 Minnesotans in
Irag will not be receiving the same pay as
many others in their unit.

These are troops who have now bravely
served our country in two foreign theaters.
These troops not only deserve our utmost re-
spect and gratitude, they also deserve their
full compensation for their service and sac-
rifice.

Mr. Chairman, the Minnesota National
Guard truly represents the very best of duty,
honor and country. | join the people of the
Third Congressional District in thanking our
Guard members for their selfless service.

And I'd like to thank my colleague from Min-
nesota for sponsoring this important amend-
ment and thank all my colleagues from the
Minnesota delegation for cosponsoring the
amendment and working to end this pay dis-
parity.

| urge my colleagues to support this impor-
tant amendment.

Mr. GUTKNECHT. Mr. Chairman, I
yield back the balance of my time.

The Acting CHAIRMAN (Mr. DUN-
CAN). All time for debate having ex-
pired, the question is on the amend-
ment offered by the gentleman from
Minnesota (Mr. GUTKNECHT).

The amendment was agreed to.

The Acting CHAIRMAN. No further
amendment being in order, under the
rule, the Committee rises.

Accordingly, the Committee rose;
and the Speaker pro tempore (Mr. ING-
LIS of South Carolina) having assumed
the chair, Mr. DUNCAN, Acting Chair-
man of the Committee of the Whole
House on the State of the Union, re-
ported that that Committee, having
had under consideration the bill (H.R.
5122) to authorize appropriations for
fiscal year 2007 for military activities
of the Department of Defense, to pre-
scribe military personnel strengths for
fiscal year 2007, and for other purposes,
had come to no resolution thereon.

————

REQUEST FOR REMOVAL OF NAME
OF MEMBER AS COSPONSOR OF
H.R. 4200

Mrs. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Mr.
Speaker, I ask unanimous consent to
remove myself as a cosponsor from
H.R. 4200.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Because
H.R. 4200 has been placed on the Union
Calendar, pursuant to clause 7 of rule
XII the gentlewoman’s request may not
be entertained.
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ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the Chair
will postpone further proceedings
today on the motion to suspend the
rules on which a recorded vote or the
yeas and nays are ordered, or on which
the vote is objected to under clause 6 of
rule XX.

Any record vote on the postponed
question will be taken tomorrow.

————

ENCOURAGING ALL ELIGIBLE
MEDICARE BENEFICIARIES TO
REVIEW AVAILABLE OPTIONS TO
DETERMINE WHETHER ENROLL-
MENT IN A MEDICARE PRE-
SCRIPTION DRUG PLAN BEST
MEETS THEIR NEEDS FOR PRE-
SCRIPTION DRUG COVERAGE

Mr. DEAL of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, I
move to suspend the rules and agree to
the resolution (H. Res. 802) encouraging
all eligible Medicare beneficiaries who
have not yet elected enroll in the new
Medicare Part D benefit to review the
available options and to determine
whether enrollment in a Medicare pre-
scription drug plan best meets their
current and future needs for prescrip-
tion drug coverage.

The Clerk read as follows:

H. RES. 802

Whereas Medicare now offers a prescrip-
tion drug benefit for its beneficiaries, known
as Medicare Part D;

Whereas more than 35,900,000 Medicare eli-
gible individuals are receiving prescription
drug coverage, of which there are more than
27,000,000, including a substantial number of
low-income and minority beneficiaries, re-
ceiving coverage through the new benefit;

Whereas 8,100,000 beneficiaries have en-
rolled in stand alone Medicare prescription
drug plans;

Whereas estimates indicate that the aver-
age beneficiary will save more than $1,100
this year alone by enrolling in a Medicare
prescription drug plan;

Whereas the average monthly premium for
enrolling in a Medicare prescription drug
plan is now just $25 per month, which is far
below the initial estimate of $37 per month;

Whereas recent surveys of Medicare bene-
ficiaries enrolled in Medicare prescription
drug plans indicate that beneficiaries are
satisfied with their coverage;

Whereas advocacy groups including the
AARP, National Alliance for Hispanic
Health, the National Medical Association,
and the National Council on Aging have all
sponsored enrollment events designed to en-
courage eligible beneficiaries to enroll in
Medicare prescription drug plans;

Whereas Area Agencies on Aging, State
Health Insurance Programs (SHIPs), and
other local and community organizations are
available to provide seniors with assistance
and answer their questions about how to se-
lect the Medicare prescription drug plan that
best meets their needs;

Whereas pharmacists are on the front line
in delivering prescriptions to Medicare bene-
ficiaries and continue to be instrumental in
providing valuable information and assist-
ance about the new benefit;

Whereas in recent months Members of Con-
gress have hosted hundreds of events and the
Secretary of Health and Human Services, the
Administrator of the Centers for Medicare &
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